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7. TURKISH

The Harleian Library contained thirty-four Turkish MSS,, in-
cluding old copies of early poetry, and also an illuminated volume
(Harl. MS. 5500) containing a translation of an otherwise unknown
Persian "Mirabilia mundi." Here also in 1826 the Rich collection
first gave the Museum's collection real importance, adding 124 care-
fully selected volumes. After this 49 MSS. came in 1872 from M.
Jaba, and a few volumes came with most of the Persian collections
acquired, naturally enough, since Persian was the model for both
the pre-classical and classical Turkish literature, i.e. the whole which
preceded the Europeanizing movement of the mid-nineteenth cen-
tury; like Greece, Persia "took captive her fierce conquerors." By
1888, when Rieu produced the catalogue, the collection consisted of
483 volumes. Of these the great majority are by Osmanli or Western
Turkish authors; among them are perhaps a dozen illuminated
volumes of the fifteenth, sixteenth and seventeenth centuries A.D.;
such specimens are rare, since rigid Mohammedan iconoclasts defaced
them. Eastern Turkish literature is very much less abundant, and
early specimens are very rare. The collection contains, however,
some archaic texts, dating from the ninth century of the Hegira
(the fourteenth A.D.) and over fifty from the next. They include
some rare Divans and the Senglakh, or Turki-Persian dictionary
compiled by a secretary of Nadir Shah, which was previously un-
known in the West except in an abridgment. Eastern Turkish illu-
mination does not differ in style from Persian; it is well represented.

The collection of modern Turkish printed books, like that of
Persian, owes much to the gifts by Sidney Churchill.

Catalogue of Turkish Manuscripts.   By Charles Rieu.    1888.

8. ARMENIAN AND GEORGIAN
A few Armenian MSS. are found in the Sloane, Harleian and
Lansdowne collections, and two came from Rich. Others have been
added casually, but not in any large number at one time. In 1836
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